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ESWWDA Members,
if you follow our website www.nywelldriller.org or our Facebook page, you will have seen that the
fall meeting scheduled for October has been cancelled based on the Covid19 restrictions in NYS.
We are in hopes that these restrictions will have been lifted in time for our annual meeting
at Turning Stone Casino scheduled for January 19-20, 2021.
Please follow-up on the website and on Facebook. We will try to keep you updated as to the
status of that meeting. We will also have more information by the time Hole Talk goes to print
for the winter issue.
Stay safe and stay well! Sue and Julie

Water Well Contractor Registration and Certification Registration
We thought this might be a good time to go back and refresh everyone’s memory regarding the DEC rules
and regulations for drilling in NYS; it’s been a while and we all tend to get a little lax.
Applications for registration are accepted throughout the
year. Registration are effective through March 31st of the
following year. Requirements for registration as a Water
Well Contractor are:
• Proof of having passed appropriate certification
exams as described below.
• Submission of a 2020-2021 NYS Well Driller
Registration Form (PDF).
• A check or money order for the $10 annual
registration fee.

Certification Exams
All water well activities must be supervised by a person
on-site who is exam certified. To meet New York State’s
Certification Requirements (PDF), an individual must
take and pass two exams (General Drilling Exam and

Mission

The ESWWDA is committed to taking
a leadership role in protecting our
natural resources through the promotion
of the ground water industry. It strives
to support a spirit of cooperation,
communication, and education within
the industry and with the consumers
and regulatory agencies.

one additional drilling exam) to be certified for drilling
and two exams (Water Systems General Exam and one
additional pump exam) to be certified for pump installation
and service. Individuals who engage in drilling and pump
installation must be certified for both. Registered businesses
are responsible for ensuring that all water well drilling
activities, including pump installation and servicing,
are supervised by an exam certified individual.
Certification exams are administered by the National
Ground Water Association (NGWA). Study materials are
available by calling NGWA at 1-800-551-7379. Classroom
review courses and additional information is available
through the Empire State Water Well Drillers Association
(ESWWDA) at 1-800-321-2693. Membership is not required
to either participate in the classes or to take the exams
through PSI.

Visit www.nywelldriller.org
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Board of Directors

President
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Past President
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845-255-4155 º Jimwildwelldrilling@gmail.com

Secretary/Treasurer

Julie said I didn’t have to write very much this quarter, so I’ll make it
quick. 2020 has continued to be a challenging year in every aspect and
keeps coming up with new challenges to make us scratch our heads.
COVID continues to be the star of the show. While I think we are all
adapting to it, it has changed every aspect of our year from working
restrictions and adaptations, supplier issues and most importantly,
everyone’s vacation schedules. We have had to continually make changes.
We recently had another board meeting via Zoom and for the second time
this year Jim Wild was on a computer! That itself deserves a reward.
Unfortunately, we were forced to cancel the fall meeting. The Annual
meeting is still on at this point, although it is yet to be seen what changes
will need to be made to adapt to any rules and regulations at that time.

Charles W. Crover, CWD/PI

Roarke Well Drilling, Inc.
431 Scotchtown Ave., Goshen, NY 10924
845-783-9355 º Chuck@RoarkeWellDrilling.com

ESWWDA Correspondence Manager

Julie Boyd

1054 Route 52, Carmel, NY 10512
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315-339-8960 º Sue@NYWellDriller.org

3-Year Directors

William Frey, MGWC, Frey Well Drilling Inc.
716-937-7977 º DrillerFrey@aol.com

Rus Turnbull, CWD/PI, Turnbull Well Drilling Assoc., LLC
845-406-0255 º Rus@Turnbullwelldrilling.com
2 – Year Directors

We are now on the hunt for ideas and thoughts for Hole Talk, pictures
of old rigs, worksite photos, good or bad, big or small we’ll take them all.
Any ideas you may have feel free to send them our way.

Mike Palleschi, CPG, CWD
Senior Geologist, Alpha Geoscience
518-348-6995 º mpalleschi@alphageoscience.com

Chris Root, CWD/PI, Root Contracting
585-593-4304 º droot@eznet.net
1-Year Directors

Hopefully everyone is busy. The Hudson Valley has seen a massive inrush
of people looking to purchase homes in rural areas. As well as the parttime residences are now full-time residences, and with many working
from home, there has been a very steady flow of work. I’m hearing reports
all over the state that there is steady work. So if 2020 can do anything, it
can at least pay some bills!
Finally, I would like to take a moment to extend my deepest condolences
to loved ones we have lost this year. Gone too soon are members who had
made great impressions in all of our lives and their memories have now
become treasures. We know they’re up there flying high and watching over
us (hopefully 6 feet apart or wearing a mask!)

518-885-7952 º hawkdrilling@aol.com

Daniel Boyd, Boyd Artesian Well Co., Inc.
772-626-4515 Daniel.Boyd70@gmail.com
Supplier Directors

David Chugg, Ground Water Systems, Inc.

585-746-8055 dchugg@groundwatersystemsinc.com

Bernie Kistner, Group One Northeast, Inc.
845-473-1969 bckistner@aol.com

Jeff Quinn, Matrix Corp.

603-931-0835 Jeff.quinn@matrixcp.com

Dave Keough, Blake Equipment

845-258-7867 Dave.keough@blakeequip.com

Va lues

The Board of Directors and membership
of E.S.W.W.D.A. believe in the promotion
of the ground water industry through:
Professional Standards º Communication
Education º Integrity º Affordability

President, Tyler Wills
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Jeremy Baldwin, MGWC, Hawk Drilling Co., Inc.
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ESWWDA & You ... A Smart Alliance
The industry is in an era of change. To understand the changes taking place and
to lead the industry through its transitions, drillers need to access the best minds
available - each other.
That’s why your affiliation with the ESWWDA is a smart investment.
It’s an alliance of individual drillers that work for you and with you.
Your membership gives you access to programs and services specifically formulated
for the professional growth and success of water well drillers and pump installers.

The association provides:
º Educational programs in: water well drilling, pump installation,
general management.
º Informative newsletter: Hole Talk covers local,
state and national issues and news.
º Annual Tuition Scholarships
º A united voice: ESWWDA speaks for drillers on issues
of far-reaching impact.
º A voice: A vote on the direction ESWWDA takes.
Join or renew your membership and keep this powerful alliance alive!

ESW WDA
Affiliate State Membership Application Empire State Water Well Drillers Association º Organized 1941

Name: ___________________________________________

Date: _________________________________

Street: ___________________________________________

Work Phone: ___________________________

City: ______________________ State: ____ Zip: ________

Cell Phone: ___________________________

County: __________________________________________

FAX: ___________________________________

Business Name: ____________________________________

E-mail: ________________________________

Contractor/Driller . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $125		
Pump Installer . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $125		

National Member

Yes ____

No ____

CWD # _________________________________

Supplier/Manufacturer . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $125		CPI# ___________________________________
Associate Company Member  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $25		

NYS DEC Reg. #: __________________________

Sponsor: _________________________________________
Dues are NOT Tax Deductible
Mail application to: Susan Bates, 900 N James Street, Rome, NY 13440 (checks payable to: ESWWDA)

Hole Talk

Visit us on the Web: www.nywelldriller.org
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Michael D. Hetzler
Territory Manager
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Phone: 580.234.4141
Fax: 580.233.6807
Mobile: 580.548.3794
mhetzler@gefco.com

Visit us on the Web: www.nywelldriller.org

Fall Quarter 2020

2020 ESWWDA
Committees
Scholarship
Chairman
David Rosick
Education
Chairman
Henry Boyd
Jeremy Baldwin
Sandra Baldwin
Brian Frey
Membership
Chairman
Sue Bates
William Frey
Chris Root
Dave Chugg
Insurance & Safety
Chairman
Analisa Jesco
Jeff Smith
Chuck Crover
Government Affairs
Chairman Janice Hawk-Baldwin
Jeff Smith
NEWWA
Chairman

845-225-3196
518-885-7952
518-396-9499
716-937-7977
315-339-9060
716-937-7977
585-593-4309
585-746-8055
888-869-3535
518-758-6142
845-783-9355
518-885-7952
518-758-6142

All Board of Directors

Henry Boyd
Julie Bullock
Alt.
Jeff Smith
Rus Turnbull
Liaisons to NGWA
Chairman
Jeff Smith
Chris Root
Henry Boyd
Dave Rosick
Budget & Finance
Chairman
Chuck Crover
Bernie Kistner
Analisa Jesco
Hole Talk
Chairman
Julie Bullock
Sue Bates
By-Laws
Chairman
Tony Ferraioli
Henry Boyd
Environment
Chairman
Henry Boyd
David Rosick
Daniel Boyd
DOT
Chairman
Mike Frey
Jeremy Baldwin
Chris Root
Brian Frey
Daniel Boyd
Supplier’s Division
Chairman
Bernie Kistner
Dave Chugg
Jeff Quinn
Dave Keough
WSC
Chairman
Jeff Smith
Rich Moravec

Hole Talk

518-746-0173

845-225-3196
845-225-3196
518-785-6142
845-406-0225
518-758-6142
585-593-4304
845-225-3196
518-746-0173
845-783-9355
845-473-1969
888-869-3535
845-225-3196
315-339-8960
518-861-8733
845-225-3196
845-225-3196
518-746-0173
772-626-4515
845-496-2131
518-885-7952
585-593-4304
716-937-7977
772-626-4515
845-473-1969
585-746-8055
603-418-5625
845-258-7867
518-758-6142
315-536-3911

ESWWDA Values
The Board of Directors and membership
of E.S.W.W.D.A. believe in the promotion
of the ground water industry through:
Professional Standards º Communication
Education º Integrity º Affordability

MEMBERSHIP REPORT

August 2, 2020

1 new member to date in this quarter
CATEGORY

TOTAL

Contractors
196
Suppliers/Manufacturers
52
Associates
92
		===
Total Members
340

PAID

UNPAID

163
40
69
===
272

33
12
23
==
68

All members more than 2 years in arrears are being dropped from
the membership listing
Payments may be made by mailing checks to:
ESWWDA, 1054 Route 52, Carmel, NY 10512
PayPal at www.nywelldriller.org

2020, TO DATE 3 NEW MEMBERS!

Welcome New Member
CONTRACTOR/PUMP INSTALLER
John Olinger

J. Olinger Drilling
Sussex, NJ
Sponsor: Joined through the website

Visit us on the Web: www.nywelldriller.org
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High Performance Products
and Service Delivered by a
Superior Worldwide Organization
Contact:

Dennis Duty 540-729-0483
Michael Miller 603-418-5625
Baroid Industrial Drilling Products
P.O. Box 1675 Houston, TX 77251
877-379-7412 or 281-871-4613
www.baroididp.com
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Lyme Disease

Water Well Journal Article
Hats off to one of our past presidents, Jeffrey Smith, MGWC of Smith Well Drilling from Kinderhook, NY.
He was recently interviewed by Thad Plumley, editor and director of publications at the NGWA. The article
was published in the August 2020 issue of the Water Well Journal.
Congratulations Jeff, job well done!
Hole Talk

Visit us on the Web: www.nywelldriller.org
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Empire State Water Well Drillers Association

Accredited Well Driller/Pump Installer Program
In keeping with our statement to educate and promote the protection and use of groundwater,
the following voluntary program was implemented in 2017.
º The program will be managed and record keeping
done by the correspondence manager.
º The program will run concurrent with
our membership dues (calendar year).
º Participants must be members
of ESWWDA in good standing.
º Participants must be registered with NYSDEC
or work for a registered company.
º Approved participants will be issued
an Accredited number on their membership card.
º Sign an affidavit established for this
voluntary program.
º Must submit five (5) continuing education points
as established for this voluntary program,
obtained during the year prior to renewal.
º Two (2) of the five (5) points must be from
an ESWWDA sponsored event.

Points can be accrued by the following methods:
1. Groundwater related conventions/
expositions/meetings – one point per day.
2. ESWWDA meeting – one point per day.
3. Workshops/training schools
– one point per hour of instruction.
4. High school career day presentation
– one point per hour of presentation.
5. Writing an article for a groundwater
related publication
– two points max per year.
6. Presentation for a community service
– one point each presentation.
7. Participation in groundwater related webinar
– one point per hour instruction.
8. Presenting an education class or webinar
– one point per hour instruction.
9. Other acceptance of points will be at the
discretion of Accredited Program committee.

Members can download the voluntary accreditation affidavit and continuing education forms
at www.nywelldriller.org or contact Julie@nywelldriller.org .
Empire State Water Well Drillers Association, Inc. 900 N. James Street, Rome, NY 13440

Dempsey Pipe & Supply
Bolivar, NY

800-742-3149 (P)
585-928-1149 (F)
dempseypipe@aol.com

•
•
•
•
•
•

Steel pipe : 4” to 12”
Geothermal & Water Well
Plain-end and Threaded & Coupled
In Grades A-500-B/C, A-53B, API-5X42#
Large OD casing also available
Drive Shoes & Weld Collars|
Made in USA and Canada
Weld-on & Threaded, Rotary Style & Cable Style
• Delivered on our grapple and roll-off trucks
Hole Talk

Visit us on the Web: www.nywelldriller.org

9

10

Visit us on the Web: www.nywelldriller.org

Fall Quarter 2020

Water Well Contractor Program
ECL §15-1525 (leaves DEC website)
requires any business conducting
water well drilling activities to register
a n nua l ly w it h DEC before doi ng
bu si ne s s a ny w here i n Ne w York
State. The water well contractor must
notify DEC prior to commencement
of drilling a water well and file a Water
Well Completion Report with DEC
upon completion of a water well. A copy
of this report must also to be provided
to the owner of the water well.
Water well standards are determined
by the NYS Department of Health
(DOH). Appendix 5-B, Standards
for Water Wells (leaves DEC website)
contains specifications for location,
construction, well yield, pumps, control
of flowing wells, separation standards,
well decommissioning, and more.
ECL §15-1502 (leaves DEC website)
provides definitions of terms included
in ECL §15-1525. The enforcement
provisions of ECL §15-1525 are provided
in ECL §71-1115 (leaves DEC website).
To report an unregistered water well
contractor, please visit Report an
Environmental Problem.

Consumer Information
and Protection
Many New Yorkers rely on wells for
drinking water. If you need to have
a new water well drilled or an existing
well repaired, you should know that
consumers are protected under ECL §151525. The DEC Consumer Protection
Guide (PDF) contains information
that you may find useful. The Water
Well Contractor Search Tool will help
you find a contractor in your area that
is currently registered with DEC.
S e ver a l ot her a gencies a lso have
information available to aid consumers.
To pic s i nc lu d e b a s ic w a t e r we l l
c on s t r uc t ion, w ater wel l s y s tem
c o m p o n e nt s , d r i l l i n g m e t h o d s ,
maintenance and cleaning, water quality
and quantity, treatment, and more.
See “Links Leaving DEC’s Website” on
the right-hand column for additional
information for water well contracting
and ownership.

More about Water Well
Contractor Program:
• Water Well Contractor
Registration and Certification

- How to register as a Water Well
Contractor and become an examcertified individual.
• Water Well Contractor
Reporting Forms - How to obtain
Preliminary Notice of Proposed
Water Well and Water Well
Completion Report forms.
• Water Well Decommissioning
- Proper decommissioning
(abandonment) of water wells
will prevent contamination of the
aquifer via the unused well. These
recommendations apply only to
potable water supply wells.
• Flowing Wells - Learn about
flowing groundwater wells and the
potential harm to the environment
they can cause
• Geothermal Wells - Information
regarding the requirements for
geothermal well drillers and
system installers.
• Water Well Contractor and
Completion Report Record
Search - Find a registered
water well contractor and basic
information on water wells.

ESWWDA Hole Talk Ad Rates
(per year - 4 issues)

Business Card . . . . . . . . . . . . . $150
1/4 Page  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $400
1/2 Page  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $700
WELL
& DRIVE$1,200
SHOES
FullCASING
Page  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
NEW
&
USED
Please call Susan Bates at 315 339-8960
LARGE DIAMETER PIPE
if you have any questions,
or email your advertisement to:
sue@nywelldriller.org

Hole Talk

Visit us on the Web: www.nywelldriller.org
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Dawn Rooney

Dawn.Rooney@assuredpartners.com
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Empire State
Water Well
Association
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Condolences

Ernest Hempstead

of Gilboa Drilling passed
away on July 25, 2020 at
the age of 73 following a
long illness. Ernie started
his own business, Gilboa
Drilling in 1974 and worked
until his health failed him
in 1992.
Ernie was the cousin of Walter Wyckoff
of Aqua-Tec Water Services.
Services were private with burial
in the Freehold Cemetery.
The ESWWDA sends it condolences
to his family.

David S. Byrd , affectionately known

as “Byrdman” passed away unexpectedly
on June 10, 2020 at his home in Camillus,
NY. He was an avid guitar player often
playing and singing with members at
various Empire State Drillers
Meetings. He is survived
by his wife Jean and his son
Brandon and family.
Contributions in his honor
can be made to local food
banks as David never
wanted anyone to go hungry.
There were no services.

The life of Daniel Shultes was brought full circle
when he passed away peacefully in the loving arms
of his wife Trista during the early hours of July 7,
2020 after a courageous battle against ALS.
Known as Dan or Danny to his family and
friends, Daniel was born on July 7, 1977 in Fort
Lauderdale, Florida. He grew up in Middleburgh,
NY, where he made many lifelong friends who he
remained very close with until his passing.
He will live forever in the memories of his wife of 14
years: Trista (Wyckoff) Shultes and his loving children:
Bray and Reed; his parents: Richard and Patricia Shultes; his siblings:
Richard (Brynda) Shultes, Michael (Amber) Shultes, Stephen Shultes,
and Christine Noxon; his in-laws: Walter and Kristen Wyckoff; his
sister in-law: Delana (Dustin) Truesdell; his nieces and nephews:
Carolyne and Cameryn Shultes, Delilah, Cecilia, and Claire Shultes,
Charles Millard, Benjamin and Edward Noxon, Sylver and Clint
Truesdell; his aunts and uncles, cousins, and countless friends.
Danny’s family requests that memorial donations be made to either
Helios (www.helioscare.org) or I Am ALS (www.iamals.org).

Isabel Skowfoe , May 23, 2002 – July 23, 2020
We would like to extend our sincere condolences to the entire
Skowfoe family on the loss of Isabel Skowfoe,
age 18, daughter of Dawn and Philip Skowfoe, III
and granddaughter of Rebecca and Philip Sckowfoe
of Skowfoe Drilling in Fultonville, NY.
Services were held at Coltrain Funeral in
Middleburgh on July 30, 2020.
Donations in Isabel’s name may be made to the
Schoharie Animal Shelter, PO Box 40m, Howes
Cave, NY 12120 or to the Timothy Murphy
Playhouse, PO Box Middleburg, NY 12122.

Sickness and Health

Continued prayers and well wishes for Susan Gohr owner of Twin Lakes Water Testing & Treatment.
Her newest surgery was to make good on a bad job by a previous surgeon along with her ongoing treatment
for breast CA. This has been a long and rough road. We wish her well this time around.
We wish Judi Dempsey a speedy recovery from her hip surgery and a speedy recovery
to Mike Frey on his surgery as well.
Prayers and well wishes to all!

Hole Talk

Visit us on the Web: www.nywelldriller.org
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Scholarship Money Available
As we approach the beginning of another school year, collegebound students and their families are searching for available
funds to help offset the cost of further education. The ESWWDA
offers a scholarship to applicants whose course of study
is related to the water well industry. Preference is given
to family members of association members and secondly
to those attending 2-year programs at an accredited school.
Further information is available by contacting
the Scholarship Committee of Dave Rosick or Tyler Wills.

Albert H. Mack
Scholarship Guidelines
Guidelines for the establishment of the scholarship fund
and awarding of scholarship monies for ESWWDA:
A. Scholarship Fund

Important
Contacts:
NYS DEC: Beth Guidetti

(877) 472-2619
NYSWells@gw.dec.state.
ny.us

NGWA Main Office:

(800) 551-7379
www.ngwa.org

PSI Exams:

800-733-9267
www.psiexams.com

Water Systems Council:

(202) 625-4387
www.watersystemscouncil.org

American Ground Water Trust
(603) 228-5444
trustinfo@agwt.org

ESWWDA: Julie Boyd

(845) 225-3196
Julie@nywelldriller.org

Hole Talk: Susan Bates

1. Maximum funds available in one calendar year: $2,500.
2. One thousand dollars per year to be set aside
until the fund reaches $7,500.
B. Awarding of Scholarships
1. Preference to be given to sons or daughters
of association members.
2. Preference to be given to students attending 2-year programs.
3. Scholarships available only to persons whose course of study
is related to the water well industry.

(315) 339-8960
Sue@nywelldriller.org

NYS DOT
Division of Permitting
Ken Dodge
(888) 783-1685

Truck Safety
Bill Leonard
(518) 457-2019

4. Persons may make application
to the scholarship committee
only after acceptance at an accredited
school, offering a program related
to the water well industry.
5. Funds may be distributed to more than
one person in any one calendar year.
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2020 Suppliers & Manufacturers Sponsors
Arthur J. Gallagher Risk
Management Services Inc

D&S Pump & Supply

FW Webb

Numa Tool Corp

Dempsey Steel Pipe Co.

Goulds Water Technology

Patriot Rigs & Service

East West Drilling Inc.

Ground Water Systems Inc.

Pentair Flow Technologies

Emmons Metro LLC

Baker Water Systems

Groundwater Supply Co Inc

Epiroc USA LLC

Preferred Pump

Baroid Halliburton

Group One

EXCEL

Blake Equipment

Grundfos

Flexcon Industries

Boshart Industries

Flomatic Corporation

Master Water Conditioning
Corp

Charter Plastics

Franklin Electric

Morris Industries

CSI Water Treatment

Funk Manufacturing

Northeast Drill Supply

Assured Partners
AY McDonald Mfg. Co.

Premier Pump & Supply, Inc.
Pro Products, LLC
Pro Source Sales
Wyo-Ben, Inc.

Thank you for your support of the ground water industry!
Any ESWWDA member wishing to voice their concern with the contamination
of ground water by injection wells should contact:
Dennis McChesney, US EPA Region 2, 290 Broadway, New York, New York 10007-1866
or by phone at 212-637-4232, or by email at mcchesney.dennis@epa.gov

Hole Talk

Visit us on the Web: www.nywelldriller.org
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Affiliate Organization
member of NGWA

The membership of the ESWWDA
consists of contractors involved
in the water supply industry
including but not limited to:
º Drilling Contractors
º Water System Installers
º Manufacturers
and Suppliers
º Engineers &
Hydrogeologists
º Contractor Associates
º Student Associates

Send us
your events!
To place an item in this calendar,
or to submit an article
or advertisement, please email

julie@nywelldriller.org

or sue@nywelldriller.org.
no later than November 1, 2020,
the next Hole Talk deadline.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
(At the time of this writing the following events are still on our schedule,
subject to change)
December 8-10, 2020

January 19-20, 2021

NGWA Groundwater Expo

ESWWDA Annual Meeting

Las Vegas Convention Center

(tentative)

Las Vegas, NV 89109

The Lodge at Turning Stone

For registration information go to:

5218 Patrick Rd., Verona,

www.ngwa.org

NY 13478

Visit www.nywelldriller.org
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